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AFTA welcomes new MC for 2012 NTIA 

11 May 2012: AFTA is pleased to welcome a new Master of Ceremonies for the 2012 AFTA 
National Travel Industry Awards (NTIA) to be held at The Westin, Sydney on Saturday 21 July.  

Media personality and Channel Seven sports newsreader, Tony Squires will be taking on the 
role on 2012. Over the years Tony has worked on stage, music, radio and television, including 
hosting major live television shows and extensive radio broadcasting. Tony has been a 
journalist for more than 25 years, with much of that time spent at the Sydney Morning Herald as 
a feature writer, columnist and section editor, as well as hosting the Seven network’s coverage 
of some major sporting events, including the Athens Olympic Games and the One Day Cricket 
Series in England.  

AFTA, along with NTIA Gold Sponsor Sabre Pacific, whose sponsorship specifically relates to the 
event MC are delighted to welcome Tony as the host of this high profile industry event.  

“Tony has such a wealth of experience in hosting live TV and major events and we are delighted 
to have been able to secure his services as the Master of Ceremonies for the NTIA” said AFTA’s 
Marketing & Communications Manager, Melinda Brown.  

“We are really looking forward to having Tony host this leading industry event. With his 
abundance of TV and radio experience, he will be a fantastic host for our 950 industry guests.” 
said Brown.  

AFTA is currently in the process of notifying Finalists in this year’s NTIA, with this process 
continuing throughout next week. The travel agency finalists will receive their notification this 
week, with suppliers being notified from Monday.  

A full list of Finalists will be published on the AFTA website and Travel Daily on Monday 21 May.  

Tickets for the NTIA Gala Dinner are currently sold out, but those still wishing to acquire tickets 
should visit the AFTA website and register on the ticket waitlist as soon as possible to have the 
best chance of securing tickets for the event.  

Ends. 
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Notes to Editors: 

The Australian Federation of Travel Agents (AFTA) is the peak body in Australia representing the retail 
travel industry. Founded in 1957, AFTA represents the majority of travel agents in Australia and includes 
all of the major travel agency groups.  

AFTA’s role is to uphold the interests of members in matters relating to the operation of all travel 
agencies in Australia. In broad terms these issues are ones that are not addressed by agent chain or 
corporate entities on behalf of their members, and are ones that involve the industry as a whole. 
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The AFTA National Travel Industry Awards (AFTA NTIA) acknowledge the best of the best in the 
Australian travel industry – with categories covering travel agencies and individual consultants, as well as 
the various suppliers which support them and their businesses.  
 
These awards are essential in providing encouragement and recognition to the businesses and personnel 
who demonstrate outstanding service, marketing excellence and business acumen to the travel industry.  

The 2012 AFTA NTIA Gala Dinner will be held on Saturday 21st July at The Westin, Sydney.  

Contact: 

Any media enquiries may be directed to AFTA’s Marketing & Communications Manager, Melinda Brown 
on 02 9287 9900 or melinda@afta.com.au 
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