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MTA announces intention to join ATAS 

Mobile Travel Agents Managing Director Roy Merricks has confirmed their intention to join the 
AFTA Travel Accreditation Scheme (ATAS) when applications open in May this year.  

Mr Merricks communicated his intent in a meeting last month in which he complemented AFTA 
on the development of a robust scheme.  

“The outgoing system has been broken for years and failed to adequately protect the traveller as 
it did not cover all of the travel intermediaries,” said Merricks. 

“Key to everything is the new scheme’s flexibility and that flexibility caters for all of the business 
variations that exist today in our industry,” said Merricks. 

AFTA Chief Executive Jayson Westbury is delighted that MTA have signaled their intention to 
join ATAS believing that it will encourage others to do the same.  

“I commend MTA on this decision which embraces the new accredited environment. It also 
confirms all the hard work we have done to deliver an attractive scheme in which Travel Agents 
are at the very core.”  

“ATAS is about elevating travel industry standards and I truly believe that the benchmark 
standards that ATAS sets will ensure the professionalism, integrity and credibility of Australian 
Travel Intermediaries and their attractiveness to the consumer now and into the future,” said 
Westbury.  

“The ATAS online application process is currently under development, along with a brand new 
AFTA website, and we expect to start taking applications from early May 2014.”  

“This is a very exciting time in the history of the travel industry and MTA have backed ATAS 
through the entire scheme development process,” Westbury said. 

 

Ends. 

  

MEDIA CONTACT:  

Gary O’Riordan – 0412 513 814 
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Notes to Editors: 

The Australian Federation of Travel Agents (AFTA) is the peak body in Australia representing 
the retail travel industry. Founded in 1957, AFTA represents the majority of travel agents in 
Australia and includes all of the major travel agency groups. 

AFTA’s role is to uphold the interests of members in matters relating to the operation of all 
travel agencies in Australia. In broad terms these issues are ones that are not addressed by 
agent chain or corporate entities on behalf of their members, and are ones that involve the 
industry as a whole. 

 


